Organic solvent encephalopathy: an old hazard revisited.
This report describes neurologic and respiratory symptoms among 26 engineers and contract laborers who used organic solvents and detergents to remove polychlorinated biphenyl contamination from a poorly ventilated factory basement. Neurologic symptoms included persistent central nervous system deficits; these developed in one worker after only 3 days. Respiratory symptoms included cough that persisted for more than 2 years. Laborers were more likely to report symptoms than were engineers. Appropriate ventilation or respirator use might have prevented the workers' morbidity. This incident serves as a reminder that organic solvent-related occupational illness continues to occur despite worker-health regulations and knowledge of preventive measures.